
 

 

Foundational Skills Approach at Sherborne Abbey Primary School 

 

1. Our Vision: Building Strong Foundations for Every Child 

At Sherborne Abbey CE Primary School, we believe that strong foundations in reading, writing, spelling 

and handwriting open the door to all future learning. This policy explains how we support children — 

from their first phonics lesson through to confident, fluent reading and writing in Key Stage 2 — using 

approaches recommended in: 

• The Reading Framework 

• The Writing Framework 

• The National Curriculum 

National guidance emphasises that systematic phonics, fluent handwriting, secure spelling and strong 

language skills create the “firm foundations” children need to succeed throughout school.   

 

2. Early Reading: Secure Phonics Foundations 

Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) 

We use Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS), a validated systematic synthetic phonics programme 

designed to help all children learn to read quickly and securely. It teaches children to recognise sounds, 

blend words and read fully decodable books.  

Children receive daily phonics lessons that introduce or review sounds in a clear, consistent sequence.   

Regular assessments and rapid interventions ensure pupils “keep up rather than catch up.”  

 

Progression into Year 2: Abbey Readers & Fluency Practice 

From Year 2, children move on to Abbey Readers, where they develop: 

• Close reading 

• Fluency and expression 

• Continued reading of fully decodable texts until decoding is secure. We also use Big Cat banded 

books to broaden children’s reading experiences once they are ready for a wider range of texts.  

This reflects Reading Framework guidance on fluency, book choice and ensuring children receive 

sufficient practice.  

 

 

 



Echo and Choral Reading for Fluency 

Teachers use echo reading to model fluent phrasing, intonation and expression before pupils repeat 

sentences. 

Choral reading allows children to read together, building confidence, prosody and fluency.  

  

   

 

3. Developing a Love of Reading 

The Reading Framework highlights that children thrive when they experience high-quality texts, daily 

reading aloud and a culture of reading for pleasure.  

At our school we ensure this through: 

• Inspiring classroom book corners 

• Daily story time 

• A wide range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry 

• Strong home–school reading partnerships   

    

 

 



4. Oracy & Spoken Language: Building Confident, Articulate Learners 

Strong spoken language forms the foundation for reading, writing, thinking and learning. We teach 

oracy explicitly and systematically, so all pupils develop the vocabulary, confidence and communication 

skills they need to succeed.   

Voice 21: A Structured, Whole-School Approach 

Using the Voice 21 Oracy Framework, children learn to: 

• Express themselves clearly 

• Listen actively 

• Build on others’ ideas 

• Participate in discussions and presentations  

      

Graduated Release of Responsibility 

We use the “I do – We do – You do” model, where teachers first model language, pupils rehearse 

ideas together and gradually take increasing ownership.  

Talk Stems & Academic Language 

To support structured, high-quality responses, we use talk stems such as: 

• “I agree with… because…” 

• “Another example of this is…” 

• “I would like to challenge that idea…”  

 

 

 

 



Talk for Writing 

Talk for Writing strategies help children rehearse language patterns orally, develop cohesion and 

prepare for writing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Enhanced Vocabulary Instruction 

We teach vocabulary explicitly through: 

• Tier 2 and Tier 3 instruction 

• Frayer models 

     

• Cornerstones curriculum links and vocabulary maps 

• Communication in Print word banks  

        

 

Early Interventions for Language Development 

We provide targeted support for pupils who need additional help with early language: 

• Word Aware (explicit vocabulary instruction)  

• Language for Thinking (inference and verbal comprehension 

• SALT – Speech and Language Therapy programmes  

• Black Sheep: Spiral to Narrative (narrative structure and cohesion)  

How This Links to Reading and Writing 

Strong oracy supports: 

• Reading comprehension and fluency 

• Writing structure and idea development 



• Spelling through phonological and morphological awareness 

 

5. Spelling & Word Knowledge (KS1–KS2) 

Essential Spelling Year 2 

Once children secure phonics, they move into Essential Spelling, which: 

• Follows the structure recommended in The Writing Framework 

• Teaches spelling patterns, rules and strategies 

• Provides structured practice to aid retention and application in writing  

       

Essential Spelling and Word Knowledge (KS2) 

In Key Stage 2, children develop: 

• Morphology (prefixes, suffixes) 

• Etymology 

• High-value vocabulary 

• Strategies for longer, more complex spellings  

      

 

 



6. Handwriting: Clear, Fluent and Confident 

Cambridge Hitachi Penpals 

We teach handwriting using Penpals, which supports: 

• Correct letter formation 

• Joining patterns 

• Fluency and speed 

• Legible presentation 

• Consistent modelling across the school 

    

       

    



The Writing Framework notes that fluent handwriting frees working memory so children can focus on 

ideas.  

Interventions and Adjustments 

Support is provided through: 

• Penpals intervention sessions 

• Fine motor programmes 

• Occupational therapy recommendations 

• Desk aids (e.g., slanted boards) 

• Pencil grips and adapted tools   

 

7. Writing: Building Confident and Fluent Writers 

Our writing approach follows the principles of The Writing Framework (2025): 

• Early emphasis on spoken language and oral composition 

• Secure transcription skills (phonics, spelling, handwriting) 

• Daily dictation 

• Clear models, shared writing and scaffolded steps 

• Focus on quality over quantity and refinement over time  

    

   

 

 

 



8. Assessment & Support 

We use ongoing assessment to: 

• Track progress in phonics, fluency, spelling and handwriting 

• Identify pupils needing additional practice 

• Provide early interventions 

• Work with parents to support learning at home  

 

9. How Parents Can Help at Home 

• Read your child’s decodable book together. 

• Encourage re-reading to build fluency. 

• Practise weekly spellings and explore word meanings. 

• Support handwriting through short, relaxed writing tasks. 

• Talk about books and stories to strengthen comprehension.   

 

10. Our Commitment 

At Sherborne Abbey CE Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that every child leaves Key Stage 

2 with strong, secure skills in reading, writing, spelling and handwriting. We strive to foster a genuine 

love of reading, develop confident and purposeful writers, and encourage every child to take pride in 

their progress and achievements. 

Our approach is underpinned by a firm commitment to research-informed practice. Teachers 

continually develop their expertise through professional learning, including NPQ programmes, subject 

leader networks and wider professional forums. This ensures that our teaching remains current, 

reflective and grounded in the best available evidence. 

Evidence-led approaches shape our pedagogy across the curriculum. We are dedicated to designing 

and refining a coherent, carefully sequenced curriculum that supports long-term retention and fluency. 

By maintaining consistency in teaching approaches and ensuring strong progression in knowledge and 

skills, we enable all pupils to build confidence, achieve success and develop as fluent, capable learners. 

 


