
 

How is spelling taught at Sherborne Abbey CofE Primary School? 

At Sherborne Abbey CE Primary, our approach to spelling is carefully designed to provide 

a coherent and consistent journey from early phonics through to advanced word 

knowledge. We have deliberately selected programmes that align in their principles, 

language and teaching approaches, ensuring that pupils experience a seamless 

progression as they develop as confident spellers. 

       

In Key Stage 1, children begin with ELS phonics, where they build secure foundations in 

sound–letter correspondences and early spelling patterns. This strong phonics 

knowledge is then extended in Year 2 through Essential Spelling, which reinforces and 

deepens understanding while introducing children to broader patterns, rules and 

strategies. 

From Key Stage 2, this progression continues through Essential Spelling and Word 

Knowledge, where the focus develops beyond simple spelling rules into a richer 

understanding of how words work. Pupils explore morphology, including prefixes, 

suffixes and root words, alongside spelling patterns and etymology. Units are carefully 

sequenced to revisit and build on prior learning, for example through the systematic 

teaching of suffixes (such as-ly, -ous, -ation) and prefixes (such as re-, dis-, inter-), 

alongside the study of word families and letter strings. 

This research-informed progression ensures consistency in teaching routines and 

language across year groups, helping pupils to make meaningful connections in their 

learning. As a result, children develop not only accuracy in spelling, but also a deeper 

understanding of vocabulary, enabling them to become more confident, fluent writers. 

Below you will find our progression maps for spelling once children complete our ELS 

phonics programme: 



Year 2 Progression Essential Spelling programme

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Key Stage 2 - Essential spelling and word knowledge programme

 



 

 


