
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y6 autumn 1 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 
Front cover 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Authors Phillip Pullman Emma Carroll Abi Elphinstone Katherine 
Rundell 

Giles Sparrow Carol Ann Duffy C.S Lewis 

Reading skill Evaluating  Inferring Inferring  Asking 
questions 

Clarifying Evaluating Making 
connections 

Genre Fantasy Historical 
fiction 

Fantasy Classic 
adventure 

Science  Poetry Fantasy 

Themes & 
Big Ideas  

Coming-of-age 
Self discovery 
Freedom vs 
control 
Science vs 
religion 
Soul and 
identity 

Friendship 
Courage 
Loyalty 
Pursuit of 
dreams 
 

Friendship 
Loyalty 
Power of magic 
Family 
Courage 
Importance of 
natural world 
 

Identify 
Family 
Nonconformity 
Courage 
Hope 
Perseverance 

Exploration 
Pursuit of 
knowledge 
Pursuit of 
dreams 

Imagination and 
wonder 
Humour and wit 
Mortality and 
loss 
Emotional 
experience of 
childhood 

Creation vs 
destruction 
Temptation and 
consequence 
Path to maturity 
Nature of good 
and evil 

Rationale 
Text 
complexity 

Narratively 
complex 

Narratively 
complex  

Narratively 
complex  

Figurative / 
symbolic 

Curriculum link to 
science topic 

Resistant  
 

Allegorical/ 
archaic 
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Front cover 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 
Authors Various Phil Earle William Grill Nina Bawden Jenny Pearson Karen 

McCombie 
Micheele 
Macgorian 

Reading skill Summarising  Inferring Clarifying Predicting  Asking questions Evaluating  Making 
connections 

Genre Wartime Poetry Historical 
fiction 

Historical 
non-fiction 
Biography 

Historical fiction  
Coming-of-age 

Historical fiction Historical fiction Coming-of-age 

Themes & 
Big Ideas  

Loss of 
innocence 
Impact of war 
Sacrifice 
Powerful vs 
meak 

Unlikely 
friendship 
War  
Loss and 
abandonment 
Morality 

Impact of war 
Conservation 
Courage  
Survival 

Separation 
Family 
Jealous 
Greed 
Nature of truth 

Evacuation 
War 
Journeys 
Friendship 
 

Deceptiveness 
of first 
impressions 
Loyalty 
Sense of home 
Sanctuary 

Deceptiveness of 
first impressions 
Healing 
Loss 
Community 

Rationale 
Text 
complexity 

Resistant  Narratively 
complex 

Complexity of 
vocabulary  
Mature themes 

Archaic 
language / 
allegory 

Resistant text - 
complex themes 

Resistant - 
challenges 
assumptions 

Archaic / mature 
themes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y6 spring 1 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 
Front cover 
 
 

      
Authors Robert Westall John Boyne Morris 

Gleitzman 
Lauren St John Kiran Millwood 

Hargrave 
Gillian Cross 

Reading skill Combining 
skills 

Combining 
skills 

Combining skills Combining 
skills 

Combining skills Combining 
skills 

Genre Adventure Holocaust 
fiction 

Holocaust fiction Animal  
adventure  

Fantasy  
Magical realism 

Historical 
adventure 

Themes & 
Big Ideas  

Loss of 
innocence 
Friendship 
Courage 
Morality 

Innocence and 
ignorance 
Friendship 
across 
boundaries 
Prejudice and 
hatred 
Obedience and 
authority 

Innocence and 
ignorance  
Antisemitism  
Family and 
belonging  
Moral 
decision-making 

Fate vs destiny 
Grief and 
healing 
Conservation  
Self discovery 
Courage 
Family and 
belonging 

Knowledge and 
storytelling 
Friendship and 
loyalty 
Courage and self 
discovery 
Power  

Freedom and 
captivity 
Friendship and 
loyalty 
Good vs evil 
Independence 
and growing up 

Rationale 
Text 
complexity 

Archaic / 
mature themes 

Holocaust 
Memorial Day 
January 27 

Holocaust 
Memorial Day 
January 27 

Narratively 
complex and 
symbolic 

Complexity of 
text / symbolic/ 
mythic 

Complex 
themes and 
complexity of 
narrator 
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Authors Vashti Harrison Polly Ho-Yen Lucy Maud 
Montgomery 

Lula Bridgeport Robin Stevens Michael 
Morpurgo 

Gary Crew & 
Sean Tan 

Reading skill Combining 
skills 

Combining 
skills 

Combining skills Combining 
skills 

Combining skills Combining 
skills 

Combining skills 

Genre Biographies 
BAME 

Science fiction Coming-of-age Biographical Mystery Fantasy 
 

Supernatural 
Mystery 

Themes & 
Big Ideas  

Trailblazers 
Pioneers 
Women in 
History 

Resilience and 
courage 
Friendship and 
community 
Fear and hope 

Identity and 
belonging 
Imagination and 
creativity 
Family and 
home 
Gender roles 

Courage and 
bravery 
Perseverance 
and resilience 
Empathy and 
compassion 
Justice  

Social Class 
Diversity 
Friendship 
 

Good vs evil 
Fate and 
mortality 
Loyalty and 
kinship 
Monsters and 
chaos 

Civilisation 
Progress 
Decay 
Time 
Destruction 

Rationale 
Text 
complexity 

Symbolic text 
Women’s 
History Month 
March 

Narratively 
complex with 
symbolism 

Archaic 
language / 
Female author/ 
Women’s 
History Month 

Resistant: 
episodic 
structure, 
symbolic 
language 

Narratively 
complex with 
multiple plot 
threads 

Epic retelling Symbolism and 
allegory  
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Front cover 
 
 

 
 

     

Authors Clare Hibbert June Wilson Libby Scott Siobhan Dowd Louis Sachar Emma Carroll Vashti Hardy 
Reading skill Combining 

skills 
Combining 
skills 

Combining skills Combining 
skills 

Combining skills Combining 
skills 

Combining skills 

Genre Information  Portal fantasy Realistic Mystery  Modern classic Historical fiction  
Themes & 
Big Ideas  

Migration 
Agriculture 
Society 
Power 
Beliefs 

Identity and 
self-discovery 
Family and 
loyalty  
Courage and 
sacrifice  

Neurodiversity  
Identity 
Self acceptance  

Neurodiversity  
Acceptance  
Family 
Communication 

Fate and destiny, 
Justice, 
Friendship 
Power of history 
to shape the 
present 

Power 
Women’s 
history 
Survival 
 

Memory 
Grief and healing 
Friendship 
Courage 
Trust 
 

Rationale 
Text 
complexity 

Non-fiction 
Technical 
language 

Non-linear time 

sequence / 

Figurative 

Dual narrative 
 

Complexity of 
narrator 

Non-linear time 
sequence with 
parallel plots 

Complex 
historical 
context; archaic 
language 

Complex themes 
Complexity of 
character arc 
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Authors Joseph Coelho Helen Rutter David Almond Christian Foley Gordon Korman Matt 
Goodfellow 

Tamsin Winter 

Reading skill Combining 
skills 

Combining 
skills 

Combining skills Combining 
skills 

Combining skills Combining 
skills 

Combining skills 

Genre Poetry Humour Magical realism Non fiction Humour Poetry & prose Realistic fiction 
Themes & 
Big Ideas  

Transition 
Urban 
environment 
Empathy 
Kindness 
Growing and 
changing  

Kindness 
Acceptance  
Starting a new 
school 
 

Weakness, 
strength and 
hardship 
Love, empathy 
and caregiving 
Curiosity 
Transformation  

Transition 
Change 
Loss 

Friendship 
Behavioural 
difficulties  
Overcoming 
adversity 
 

Transition 
Change 
Friendship 
Family 
Real issues 

Self expression 
Finding yourself 
Transition to 
secondary 
Cyber bullying 
Selective mutism 

Rationale 
Text 
complexity 

Resistent  Challenging 
stereotypes; 
complexity of 
character 

Narratively 
complex: 
ambiguous 
character 

Blend of 
formats and 
genre 

Multiple 
narrators; 
complex themes 

Complex 
themes; verse 
novel  

Complex themes 


